Fisher House Newsletter 1999

We greet the turn of the century with more blessings than we could have imagined. Our donors are one of those blessings and provide families with many of the “comfortable extras” through donations. This is that time of year when we ask you - our supporters, donors, and former guests - to pause and think for a moment what Fisher House is all about....what it might have meant to you in the past... and what it means to you right now.  Please remember the Fisher House program during the holiday season. 

Thought you might like an update on happenings throughout 1999:  

The 8th annual Fisher House Managers Conference was held on board the Intrepid in April. The managers presented Mr. & Mrs. Fisher with a beautiful quilt with squares depicting each Fisher House.  Secretary of Veterans Affairs Togo West was the keynote speaker. His wife Gail accompanied him to the conference. Mrs. West is a Fisher House Foundation Trustee and recently adopted our Fisher House as her own.

On June 4th, we were all saddened to learn that Mr. Zachary Fisher passed away at 88 years of age. I attended the funeral on Intrepid. Walter Cronkite was the Master of Ceremonies. Mr. Fisher was eulogized by New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, Governor George Pataki, John Cardinal O’Conner, Congressman  Henry Hyde, General Henry Shelton, Secretary of the Navy Richard Danzig as well as family and friends. Secretary Togo West, upon learning of Mr. Fisher’s passing, issued a statement that said it best, “ At each Fisher House, there is a plaque stating that the house is dedicated to our greatest national treasure—our military service men and women and their loved ones. If anyone merited the title of national treasure, it was Zach Fisher. He will be greatly missed.”  

September ushered in our fifth anniversary. We celebrated with a short program and a presentation honoring our volunteers Dorothy Damiano, Ruth Gillette, Marilyn White,  Steve Riedel, Kathy Curley and Helen Klimek who continue to give of their time and talents. All were designated Fisher House Angels by Arnold Fisher, Chairman of the Fisher House Foundation, Inc. and received an official certificate.  The celebration took place in the VA auditorium. First Fisher House guest Janet Quick came with her husband Bill and former guests returned to join in the festivities including Judy and Richard Schur. General Lawrence Flynn, Fisher House Foundation Trustee also attended.

In conjunction with the 5th Anniversary the Albany Times Union ran a nice article quoting past guests Marie DeLuke and Sally Cook. The next issue of the Fisher House Magazine will feature the Albany Fisher House, volunteers and former guests Marie DeLuke, Debbie Agnew and Richard & Judy Schur.

During the month we participated in the annual “Neighbors Make the Difference Day” sponsored by KeyBank.  Area KeyBank offices closed for the afternoon and their employees volunteered time to help local charities. You may remember that for the last two years our KeyBank “neighbors” helped us with planting, pruning and mulching. This year they placed a bed of stone shavings between the arborvitae framing the backyard. Hopefully, that will do away with those pesky weeds that seem to thrive there. 

A new gazebo was built adjacent to the Fisher House and dedicated in memory of Edward J. Klimek. Ed was a businessman, community leader and life member of the American Legion. The gazebo, donated by Ed’s wife Helen, family and friends and those who loved him, will serve as a peaceful place for reflection.  

The Fisher House newsletter would not be complete without mentioning our housekeeper, Charlie. He displays the kind and gentle caring and compassion that the Fisher House concept stands for. Charlie, recently designated a Fisher House Angel, continues to work tirelessly to keep the Fisher House neat, clean and comfortable.        

Once again this December, we are planning our annual Tree Trim and Carol Sing. It is a fun event where guests, volunteers and staff pitch in to decorate for the holidays and sample goodies as we work. 

THANK-YOU

That’s something we can never do too often, because we can’t succeed without your support.  We want to mention each individual, organization, and company which donated dollars, goods, and services from December 1998 through October 1999.  If we have overlooked anyone please let us know. Your gift matters.

INDIVIDUALS

Thomas and Deborah Agnew
M/M Zachary Fisher
Marie Palladino

Robert Amidon
Robert and Laverna Foree
Frank and Anita Palmieri

Marvin and Norma Arlynn
Rosemary Fuller
Archie Papacharalambous

Bob Bailey
Melodie Gebo
Lawrence Pariseau

Irving and Dot Bailey
Ruth Gillette
Mary Pelkey

Elinor Banks
Anita Glackin
Lucille Peltier

Linda Bentley
David and Janet Glantz
Ernest and Ann Perrault

Bonnie Berry
Donald and Eleanor Gorss
Rose Pietrogallo

Frances Biancardi
Thomas Grue
Thomas Pizza

Samuel and Ruth Bishop
Beth Giudice
Joseph and Shirley Quick

Beverly Bohringer
Bradley Hargett
Frank Ranieri

Alaksandra and Richard Bolter
Capt. Amand and Maria Heck
Iola Ranieri

Anthony Bottigliero
Lloyd Helmer
Grace Raucci

Paul Bottilgliero
Kenneth Henkel
Deborah Reynolds

Harold Brand
George Heppner
Helen Rickert

Regina Bremer
Linda Hickok
Jane Rigsby

Mary Brown
Tordis Hollenbach
Rose Rogliero

Elaine Burley
Earl Hornbeck
Rosemary Rossner

Evelyn Calderon
Michael Hurton
Donna Rule

Pat Carr
Ruth Hutchings
Kathleen Russell

Kate Carson
JoAnn Jackson
Augusta Sadowski

Betty Chapland
Albert and Carol Kaczor
George Salvador

Denyse Clem
Edward Kaminski
Jo-Anne Saulsbery

Doris Colborn
Marie King
Phyllis Schmitt

Adele Cook
Helen Klimek
Kaye Schrock

Sheryl Cooper
Lisa Kurdziolek
Dick and Judy Schur

Kathy Cuozzo
Dr. Patricia Laino
Irmy Scott

Dorothy Damiano
Dolly and Ron Lancaster
Joseph and Paula Scotti

Donna Dardaris
Ed and Sandy Licker
Doris and Tom Serino

Marie Dean
Barbara Litteer
Doris Shaw

Jean and Donald Deese
Mary Lutley
Jean Shea

Marie DeLuke
Raymond MacDermott
Dorothy and Alan Smith

Flavia DeMola
William Macy
Capt. Curtis and Linda Smith

Leo and Eugenia Des Jardins
Kathy Maggiacomo
Edna Stevens

Andrew DiFiore
Joyce Marra
Scott and Martha Sturgen

Floria DiLullo
Nathan and Jeanette Marciano
Mary Sugg

Patricia DiNallo
M/M Jos. Martin
Willie Swanigan

Gary and Jane Doonan
Robert Masters
Joyce Taylor

Marie Dowd
Gladys Malone
Betty Ann Timmermann

Marie Drinkwine
Vincent McAuliffe
Elizabeth Travers

Marilyn Dufresne
Lila McCoy
Frank Vargo

Christine Dunn
Hon. John McEneny
Anne Verlezza

Maureen Dunne
Joan and George McGrath
Fred Vyskocil

Delor and Eugenia Duquette
Warren and Betty Miller
Kathleen Walrath

Fred Dyer
George and Doris Mix
Salvatore Wanderlingh

Thomas and Mary Early
Walter and Dorothy Mueller
Elayne Weinstein

Bob and Peggy Eck
Joan Murphy
Carol Wells

Ginny Elliott
Barbara Niswonger
Ira and Katherine Weston

Lorraine Emslie
Arch and Kathryn Nuttall
Marilyn and Dave White

Anthony Esposito
Margaret O’Brien
Howard and Gladys Wolff

Salvatore Fazio
Ed and Sue Oparowski
Timothy and Lorna Wollaston

Jennie Finkel
Jessie and Leonard Otten
Debby and Michael Woods

CORPORATIONS

The Albany Marriott


The Desmond
Mohawk Valley Nursing Home

Book House Stuyvesant Plaza
Environmental Service Sysytems, Inc.
Price Chopper – The Golub Corporation

Borders Books Music and Café
Kevin Fitzgerald & Associates
Stratton VA Medical Center

Boscov’s Department Store
KeyBank
VetCare Corporation

ORGANIZATIONS

American Ex-Prisoners of War

Hudson Valley Chapter 
BPO Elks – Albany Lodge #49
Military Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 118

American Ex-Prisoners of  War 

Northeast NY Chapter
 BPO Elks Lodge 2630 Cairo-Durham
National Geographic Society

American Legion 

North Albany Post 1610
BPO Elks Ladies Auxiliary – Brunswick
St. James Church, Arlington, VT

American Legion Auxiliary

Department of New York

Glen Mohawk VFW Post 942

American Legion Auxiliary            Henry Cornell Unit # 234
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 100
Greenwich Auxiliary VFW Post 7291

American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit #248
Fisher House Foundation, Inc.


American Legion Auxiliary  Smith Warren Unit # 367
Green Lake Civic and Taxpayers Association
William F. Wigand VFW Post #8444

American Legion Auxiliary  Lamouree-Hackett Unit # 72
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America
Watervliet Arsenal Spouses Group

MEMORIAL GIFTS

We would like to acknowledge the following gifts:

In Memory Of: 

Fred Angelo by:

McKenna Family

Michael and Joanne Litz

Capitol District Supply Co.

Stephen and Carol Sally

Saratoga BOCES
Joseph Ranieri by:

Bill and Connie Dollard & Family

Peg and Dick Whiteside

Bill and Anne Fitzpatrick

Barton and Linda Ellsworth

Maple Leaf Housing



Claire Averill by:

Carol and Cyril Manor

Safeway Employees

Susan Sparrowgrove
Arthur Scarpino by Barbara Scarpino

John Bolger by Agnes Bolger
Raymond Stroh by Ed and Susan Oparowski

James Doonan by Agnes Bolger
Floyd Winchell by:

James and Carol Murphy

Keith and Pam Harris

In Honor Of

Sandy and Ed Licker by Walter and Sheila Van Tine
William and Tordis Hollenbach by Gundrun von Auenmueller

Once again, thank-you for your generosity throughout the past year.  Best Wishes for a joyous Holiday Season and a happy, healthy 2000.

Jo-Anne Saulsbery

Fisher House Program Director 
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